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A GUIDING question during
 the course of the recent redi-

rection and renaming of our orga-
nization was, “Why do we need a
Quaker environmental organiza-
tion?” With scores of worthy secu-
lar groups working for our cause,
what special qualities do Friends
bring to this effort?

The answer: Our unique reli-
gious tradition grounds us and
informs us as we reconnect
with the complex of natural
systems that we call Creation. It
provides the spiritual basis for
our efforts to prevent further
environmental degradation and
to restore ecological integrity.

This exercise stretched my
mind to ask, “What Friends
practices might be useful in the
secular world?” And a totally unre-
lated question that Luddite-leaning
Friends (like me) often ponder is,
“Does our culture’s continual em-
ployment of the latest technology
improve or degrade the human
condition, the human/earth rela-
tionship, and the earth itself?”

Putting these questions to-
gether led me to muse on how the
application of Friends practice in
the corporate arena might have
tempered the rapid pace of techno-
logical development that has al-
tered our culture and our planet.

Suppose that in the late 19th

Century, in a hypothetical corpo-

rate boardroom of a horse carriage
company, folks were evaluating a
proposal to develop a personnel
vehicle powered by the new inter-
nal-combustion gasoline engine.
Suppose also that instead of Rob-
erts Rules, where a simple majority
is sufficient for adoption of a mo-

tion, they used the deliberate,
Spirit-led, Friends business process.

In my imaginary boardroom
are folks with vision beyond the
bottom line of the company’s profit
and loss statement. One person
expresses a reservation: “This new
motor spews noxious fumes. If
many people were to begin using
this product, our fresh air might
suffer.”

Transportation is the largest single
source of air pollution in the
United States. It causes nearly two-
thirds of the carbon monoxide, a
third of the nitrogen oxides, and a
quarter of the hydrocarbons in our

atmosphere… Cars and trucks pol-
lute the air during manufacturing,
oil refining and distribution, refuel-
ing and, most of all, vehicle use.

— Union of Concerned Scientists

Another person asks: “Will the
large-scale use of this device have
negative effects on our neighbor-
hoods and sense of community?”

The next time you are sitting
bumper to bumper in rush-hour
traffic, pass by a blighted inner city
neighborhood, or stumble upon a
new housing development replacing
what was once farmland, remember
this word: sprawl… It comes as no
surprise that one of the major fac-

tors exacerbating sprawl is the
automobile…

—Ralph Nader, 1998

Just suppose…that Quaker concerns had been voiced

Sharply felt losses
THIS SUMMER Quaker Earthcare
Witness has suffered the loss of
three of its important elders:

❂ Isabel Bliss, Chelsea, Mich., 90,
one of QEW’s co-founders and
beloved former clerk.

❂ Reubel Keppel, Gainesville, Fla.,
87, a long-time QEW supporter
and environmental activist.

❂ Howard Kriebel, Medford, N.J.,
a strong supporter of the Ann
Kriebel/ San Luis project.

See pages 2 and 3 for articles about
their unique contributions to QEW.

next page –>>
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Another voice says, “I have a
concern about the danger of this
contraption, that it may maim and
injure people…”

Since the advent of the automobile,
more than 3 million people have
been killed and 300 million injured
in vehicle highway crashes in
America—more than 3 times the
number of Americans killed, and
200 times the number wounded, in
all wars since 1776.

—National Safety Council

Another says, “I fear that this
conveyance and the new roads it
requires might have deleterious
effects on flora and fauna.”

The Humane Society estimates that
around a million wild animals die
on U.S. roads every day…Roads
form asphalt, gravel, or dirt barriers
that chop the natural landscape into
fragments. Because some plant and
animal species can’t or don’t cross
roads, they’re unable to feed or re-
produce as effectively in road-frag-
mented areas and may even die out
in locations.

—Katie Alvord
in Divorce Your Car

One prescient voice asks, “Will
our country be able to provide
enough fuel for these motorcars? If
we must import petroleum, what
effects might that have on interna-
tional relations, geopolitics, and
the balance of power?”

Our national economy depends on
oil. Our foreign policy is driven by
this dependence on oil. It requires a
global military presence to insure
the flow…To support our habit, we
meddle in other nations’ internal
affairs to a degree that has earned
us widespread enmity.

—“The Dark Side of Our
Dependence on Fossil Fuel”

Friends Journal

And finally, “Will motorcar
disposal present any problems?”

…with roughly 10.5 million ve-
hicles reaching the end of their use-
ful lives each year in the United
States alone, what to do with all the
non-readily reusable or recyclable
“stuff” that makes up a car or truck
is a huge challenge in and of itself.
From cradle to grave, the collective
toll from vehicles on our natural
world is perhaps more than that of
any other consumer product today.

—U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency

After a period of quiet reflec-
tion, the “clerk” of the board an-
nounces, “I sense an uneasiness
among board members concerning
societal, environmental, health,
and safety issues. Board members
are not in unity with the proposal
to produce this motorcar. We’ll

refer these concerns to the clerk of
the Research and Development
Committee for further seasoning.”

SADLY, this was only a day-
 dream. Friends practice is too

complicated for the secular world.
But ‘tis a gift to be simple. Suppose
we could just get our corporate
and government leaders to make
use of one simple guideline from
another culture of sage decision
makers? And given that the inter-
nal combustion engine was devel-
oped about 120 years ago, it would
be quite appropriate for them to
reflect upon the great law of the
Iroquois Confederacy:
“In our every deliberation, we must
consider the impact of our decisions
on the next seven generations.” ❖❖❖❖❖

>>from page 1

REUBEN KEPPEL of Gainesville,
Fla., a long-time QEW supporter
and promoter of Earthcare as a
witness among Quakers, died at
his home in July at age 87.

A resident of Florida since
1955, Reuben taught chemical
engineering at the University of
Florida until his retirement in
1973. He was a board member for
Habitat for Humanity and had
been an active Habitat volunteer.
He also was a member of the
Sierra Club, the Nature
Conservancy, the National
Wildlife Federation, and other
environmental organizations.

The printed program for his
memorial service expressed his
life's passion with these words,
attributed to Chief Seattle:

“The earth does not belong to us, we
belong to the earth. All things are
connected like the blood which unites
one family. We did not weave the
web of life; we are merely a strand in
it. Whatever we do to the web, we do
to ourselves.”

Two faithful QEW supporters who will be missed
HOWARD KREIBEL of Medford,
N.J., was killed in an automobile
accident in June. His wife Dottie
was injured and survives him.
They were both very active in
QEW's Ann Kriebel/San Luis
Project, named for their daughter,
the late Ann Kriebel.

Susannah McCandless, who
has been in Costa Rica working
with the La Bella Farm commu-
nity responded, “Howard was
one of my Quaker elders. He and
Dottie have helped ground my
connection to Ann and her work,
which still bears fruit in San Luis.

“I will miss Howard´s thought-
ful, questioning presence in our
meetings, and his insistence that
we work always to strengthen
Finca La Bella´s autonomy, not
simply to fund its needs. Eugenio
Vargas remembers Howard and
Dottie´s joy during their visits,
riding on horseback and stopping
to talk to members of the commu-
nity. We will remember him here
in San Luis and in Monteverde,
and hold his family in the Light.”

Clerk's message
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ISABEL Needham Bliss, one of
 the co-founders of Quaker

Earthcare Witness, died peacefully
in her sleep on June 24th at age 89,
five months short of her 90th birth-
day. She will be remembered by
countless Friends for her love of
God's creation and for her skilful
leadership in organizing Friends to
protect it.

A nurturer by trade (she was
trained and worked professionally
as a nurse), Isabel had always been
intrigued by how close in meaning
were the ideas of wholeness,
health, and holiness. “My concern
for the environment as a spiritual
issue seemed to grow naturally
from awareness that anything is a
part of everything. It's about the
wholeness of Creation,” she said in
a 1994 interview for BeFriending
Creation. “Sin, defined as what
separates us from God and each
other, has an environmental com-
ponent; we are called by God to
respect and care for life.”

Isabel said she learned a lot
about that growing up on a farm
in northeast Massachusetts. “It was
a very simple life, but we were not
overly conscious about it. In those
days you conserved and recycled
as naturally as you breathed.”

“Isabel’s life was one of ‘let
your life speak,’ her husband Bill
Bliss wrote recently. “She discov-
ered Quakers when she was a vol-
unteer in an American Friends Ser-
vice Committee Student Peace
Project in the summer of 1938. She
founded and became a member of
Cleveland Friends Meeting in 1939.

“Her profession as a registered
nurse led her to Marseilles, France,
in 1940–1941, where, under the
American Friends Service Commit-
tee, she had responsibility for a
colony of 70 children, refugees
from the Spanish civil war.

QEW celebrates the fruitful life of
co-founder Isabel Bliss, 1914–2004

“She also spent two years,
1942–1943, as a nurse in a mission
in Ecuador, and this was followed
in 1944–1945 as a nurse for the
United Nations Relief and Reha-
bilitation Authority (UNRRA), in
Egypt, Italy, and Yugoslavia, work-
ing with Yugoslav refugees.

“In all the above ventures she
quietly and clearly let it be known
to others her dedication to the
Quaker testimonies.

“When attending the Friends
General Conference in Oberlin,
Ohio in 1987, she was asked by Bill
Howenstine to chair an assembly
of environmentally concerned
Friends seeking the founding of a
natonal  committee to spread the
Quaker concern for a testimony for
the holiness of Creation, and to let
our lives speak to this testimony. 

“Quaker environmentalist
Marshall Massey had addressed
the Conference on the necessity for
such a testimony. This was the
birth of the Friends Committee on
Unity with Nature (FCUN), later

renamed Quaker Earthcare Witness.
“In the fall of 1988, concerned

Quakers met at the Bliss home in
Chelsea, Michigan, to organize
FCUN, appointing officers and
setting up committees, and draft-
ing bylaws to let us incorporate as
a tax-exempt, non-profit organiza-
tion.  Isabel was clerk of FCUN
from October 1990 to October 1992.
In 1993, she became general secre-
tary of the organization, with Bill
as office manager and head of fi-
nance. FCUN was headquartered
in the northwest corner of the Bliss
living room until 1995, when Ruah
Swennerfelt became paid general
secretary and the offices were relo-
cated to Vermont.

“The years under Isabel's
clerking were formative and pro-
ductive for FCUN. Early morning
outdoor worship was initiated at
the FGC Gathering. An FCUN Na-
ture Center—a source for informa-
tion on environental concerns, and
a location for speakers—was estab-
lished as a continuing event at the
Gatherings. FCUN committees
were established to explore popu-
lation, sustainability, and other
concerns from a Quaker perspec-
tive. A newsletter and many sig-
nificant pamphlets, booklets, and
resource books were produced.
FCUN representatives participated
in the 1992 UN Earth Summit and
in later conferences on population
and sustainability. The Ann Kriebel/
San Luis Project, begun in 1993,
helped secure land for landless
citizens of the San Luis Valley
near the Monteverde Cloudforest
Reserve in Costa Rica.”

Isabel will be remembered for
the key role she played in making
Quaker Earthcare Witness the vital
witness for Earthcare within the
Religious Society of Friends that it
has become today.❖

ISABEL BLISS, with her husband
Bill, at a fund-raiser for FCUN at the
1992 FGC Gathering in Canton, N.Y.

See letter on page 10 from Amy and
Paul Weber, two other co-founders
and close friends of the Blisses.

Important elders mourned
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ABOVE LEFT: Photovoltaic
systems are demonstrated
near the Earthcare Center.
ABOVE: QEW's Hollister
Knowlton presents prizes
and a certificate to Paul
Mays, for having one of the
best scores in the Earth-
care Center's “Ecological
Footprint Quiz.”
LEFT: David Glassberg
leads an attentive after-
noon interest group on the
topic “Sustainability and
the American Dream.”

‘Hands-on’ opportunities generate
new interest at Earthcare Center

next page –>>

STAFF and volunteers of Quaker
 Earthcare Witness created a

more “hands-on” Earthcare Center
at this year’s Gathering, which
turned out to be quite popular.

The shift was largely the result
of feedback from last year that
most Friends are now familiar with
QEW’s message but are needing
more help in reducing the impacts
of their own lifestyles.

Inspired by the interactive
“Peaceable Rainforest” exhibit that
Amy and Paul Weber rigged up for
the 1992 Gathering, Friends this
year put together an imaginative
“Simpler Living/Eco-Friendly
House.” As the centerpiece for the
QEW Earthcare Center, the house
suggested designs, products, and
lifeways that can be more spiritu-

By Louis Cox ally rewarding, as well as more
ecologically sustainable, than what
the prevailing materialistic culture
offers.

The Simpler Living/Eco-
Friendly House was solar- and
wind-powered and equipped with
energy-efficient appliances. The
living room was geared to convivi-
ality, not television-watching.
There were board games, books,
and musical instruments to stimu-
late lively interaction and creative
expression. Although the “walls” of
the house were painted backdrops
made from bedsheets, it was sur-
prising and gratifying to see how
many Gathering attenders took
time to settle into one of the com-
fortable chairs and engage in easy
conversation and play. One
woman found the “parlor”to be a
perfect place to relax while she ate

her sack lunch. On display in the
“bathroom” and “kitchen” were a
variety of Earth-friendly household
products (courtesy of the folks
from Seventh Generation) and Fair
Trade goods, as well as many old-
fashioned household items (clothes
drying racks and non-motorized
carpet sweepers, lawn mowers,
and kitchen implements) that are
part of a slower pace of life that
Americans have largely forgotten.

The back door of the house led
to displays of various energy-sav-
ing  products on the market, as
well as the regular tabletop dis-
plays of QEW literature and pro-
grams.

Around the corner was a table
where dozens of Friends took an
“Ecological Footprint Quiz,” then
placed construction-paper cutouts
of their actual footprints on a chart
with others as they vied for prizes
for having the best scores in vari-
ous categories.

In contrast to previous years,
there was a lot more in the Center
to engage children. In addition to
coloring books with environmental
themes, there were Earth-friendly
games, and a pedal-powered gen-
erator that few children (as well as
adults) could resist. Nearby were
tables stocked with environment-
related books and periodicals for
general browsing.

With these and other attrac-
tions, the walk-in traffic at the
Center in the afternoons was esti-
mated to be triple what it typically
had been in previous years.

QEW staff and volunteers were
very pleased this year to have been
given a very large space (a cafete-
ria with copious natural lighting)
for all of these activities. This made
it possible for special-interest
groups to meet in the same space,
a distinct advantage when it came
to encouraging interest group par-
ticipants to check out the Center's
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LEFT: Ralph Johnson
gets a better apprecia-
tion for the electricity
most of us take for
granted, as he tries to
light a lamp with a
pedal generator.
RIGHT: The Huber-
Feely family of Tenn.,
find themselves at
home in the yurt-like
"Simpler Living/Eco-
Friendly House" at the
Earthcare Center in
Amherst, Mass.

FGC Gathering events

IN EARLY JULY 2004 Mt. Toby
(Mass.) Friends Meeting gener-
ously offered camping and the use
of their facilities as a simple-living
option to make the FGC Gathering
in nearby Amherst more affordable
to me and other Friends.

As I prepared and ate break-
fast, I was privileged to overhear
many conversations about farming
between Jill Horton-Lyons, a mem-
ber of Mt. Toby Meeting, and
Heidemarie Huber-Feely and her
husband Stephen, who live in a
yurt with their four children,
Emanuel, Angelica, Noah, and Syl-
van, on a small farm in a cove in
the Cumberland Mountains near
Sewanee, Tenn. They own 13 acres,
which will soon be enlarged to 26.
Mountains surrounding their farm
have been purchased by the Na-
ture Conservancy and the states of
Tennessee and Alabama. The area
is a temperate rainforest, a bio-gem
of great biodiversity.

Heidemarie showed photo-
graphs, helping me understand
some of their innovative ideas
about farming. A hedgerow serves
as a green barn, protecting cows,
calves, and goats, who can hunker
down there when the weather is
inclement. Pecan trees provide
nuts as well as shaded pasture for
sheep. A patch of pawpaw trees
produce a delicious fruit not found
in grocery stores.

As a young person, Heide-
marie had had a deeply formative
and inspiring experience at
Temenos, a Quaker spiritual re-
treat center in western Massachu-
setts. Stephen grew up in the
southern Appalachians and spent
many years in environmental edu-
cation. Together they express their
shared vision of living simply in
harmony with nature on many
levels. As parents, they are com-
mitted to homeschooling their chil-
dren on the farm, while providing
secure family relationships. At the
next level they are working on cre-
ating an eco-village, a community
of people striving for a lifestyle
which sustains and supports the
natural ecosystem and a more just
society.

This intentional community
would be centered around Quaker
worship, which would be open to
another level, the local community,
as a place for Meeting. Finally, the
eco-village would extend its vision
beyond the local area by hosting
spiritual and educational retreats
aimed at healing our connection to
nature. Heidemarie and Stephen
welcome communication from oth-
ers who share these interests. They
can be reached at 265 Sacred Earth
Ln., Winchester, TN 37398; 931/
967-1423; huberfeely@yahoo.com.

—Penny Jakim
Saunderstown, R.I.

Tennessee family attending the FGC Gathering
express vision of living in harmony with nature

displays. The only drawback was
the lively music and conversations
that occasionally drifted from the
Simpler Living/Eco-Friendly House
and competed with the speakers.

The QEW Program Committee
did an outstanding job of lining up
highly qualified and interesting
local resource people for well-at-
tended special interest groups. Dis-
cussion topics included perma-
culture principles, Earth-friendly
house design, the 2002 World Sum-
mit on Sustainable Development,
protection of the world's freshwa-
ter resources, sustainability and the
American Dream, solar energy
technology, and world food pro-
duction issues.

Back by popular demand was
Earth Mama (QEW's Joyce Rouse,
a professional singer-songwriter
from Nashville), who led rousing
sing-alongs with Earthcare themes.

Also scheduled were guided
field trips to several important eco-
logical sites in the Amherst area.

Outside the Center, Don
Campbell, a QEW supporter and
solar energy consultant from west-
ern Massachusetts, set up various
displays of photovoltaic and
windpower equipment.

Putting all these programs and
exhibits together involved a
prodigeous amount of planning
and preparation. But by finding
out what Friends are most inter-
ested in and working to meet those
needs, QEW is on its way to play-
ing a  greater role in the future. ❖
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Reviewed by Molly Anderson
Friends Meeting at Cambridge

FOOD & Faith is a delight to
read, and a useful resource for

anyone who wants to explore the
myriad dimensions
of food in contem-
porary culture,
political economy,
and religious faith
and practice. In
some ways,
Michael Schut’s
book is a compila-
tion of “best food
and farm writing
ever.” He has se-
lected some of the
most thoughtful and
thought-provoking
essays and book ex-
cerpts that are avail-
able in this field.

People who are
already conversant
with the themes he addresses will
find many familiar voices: Wendell
Berry, Donella Meadows, Thomas
Moore, Eric Schlosser, Gary
Snyder, Marion Nestle, David
Suzuki. There are many other en-
tries from less well-known, but
equally provocative and articulate,
writers. I particularly appreciated
the combination of those writing
from an explicitly spiritual frame-
work and those who would prob-
ably consider themselves to be
secular. This book is more than a
good collection of readings, how-
ever. It was designed to support
study sessions by individuals and
groups.

The book begins with an essay
by Michael Schut, “Food as Sacra-
mental,” in which he explains his
own connection with farming com-
munities in southeastern Minne-

sota and how he came to under-
stand the spiritual, political and
cultural aspects of agriculture and
eating. This is followed by read-
ings on celebration; health, West-
ern diet and politics; spirituality;

Christianity and
care of the land;
family farms; in-
dustrialization of
agriculture; geneti-
cally modified
organisms
(GMOs); worker
rights and animal
rights; hunger;
and stories of
hope. The  selec-
tions are almost
all by writers
living and
working in the
U.S. or other
industrialized
countries.

However, you will also find an
interview with Ethiopia’s environ-
mental minister about GMOs and
an essay by Indian scientist and
activist Vandana Shiva.

After the readings is a study
guide for an eight-week course,
with suggestions for shortening to
six or four weeks. Using the book
in this way does not require an
experienced facilitator; the purpose
of the study guide is more to set
up a structure for learning and
reflecting together.

Each session has an explicit
purpose, list of selections from the
book to read beforehand, facilitator
overview, opening meditation or
prayer, group reading, discussion
questions, and sometimes a sug-
gested video and closing prayer or
grace. Most of the sessions also
contain an “action step.” The ses-
sions are well designed for an

adult audience, but they could be
adapted for group of older youth.

The book closes with a descrip-
tion of Earth Ministry, the organi-
zation in which Michael Schut
works as a staff member; a com-
prehensive list of groups working
on this book’s issues, their websites
and other contact information; and
a bibliography, including videos
and video resource centers.

It is the best collection I have
seen of writings on food, agricul-
ture, and their spiritual dimen-
sions. The editing is very thorough
and helpful, but unobtrusive. Earth
Ministry describes itself as an “ecu-
menical, Christian, environmental,
eco-justice oriented, nonprofit or-
ganization” that strives to “connect
faith and care for creation.” They
do a great job, judging by this
book. Note that Michael Schut ed-
ited another volume, Simpler Liv-
ing, Compassionate Life: A Christian
Perspective, published in 1999.

 Food & Faith: Justice, Joy and Daily Bread
Edited by Michael Schut

Published by Living the Good News, Denver, Colo., 2002

Reflections on reading

Your donated stamps
support video project

QUAKER EARTHCARE Witness
is again grateful for a generous
cash gift from the Quaker Missions
Stamp Project, which raises funds
from the sale of donated postage
stamps to collectors. Proceeds are
used to support the “good works”
of various Quaker organizations.

Their most recent gift of $500
will help pay for professional
production of a 15- to 20-minute
video about the work of Quaker
Earthcare Witness, to be carried by
QEW representatives when
visiting Yearly Meetings and other
Quaker gatherings. Previous gifts
have supported the Ann Kriebel/
San Luis Project and helped QEW
buy a digital camera.

Want to support the stamp
project? Contact Brad Hathaway at
Quaker Missions, P.O. Box 795,
Mattapoisett, MA 02739
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WORKSHOP leaders with
impressive backgrounds

have been lined up for the QEW
Annual Meeting & Gathering,
October 7–11 in Burlington, N.J.

Five workshops have been
scheduled for three time slots on
Saturday, Oct. 9,  following Steer-
ing Committee business Thursday
evening through Friday evening:

❖❖❖❖❖ Experiences of a Friend mak-
ing federal energy policy, with Rick
Morgan. A member of Bethesda
(Md.) Friends Meeting, Rick began
a four-year term on the District of
Columbia Public Service Commis-
sion in July 2003. He is a member
of the Energy Resources and Envi-
ronment Committee of the Na-
tional Association of Regulatory
Utility Commissioners (NARUC)
and serves as chair of its Environ-
ment Subcommittee. He served as
staff co-chair of the committee’s
predecessor, the NARUC Energy
Conservation Committee, from
1989 through 1991. Before joining
the PSC as a commissioner, Rick
spent 12 years with the U.S. Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency,
where he served as a senior energy
analyst.

❖❖❖❖❖ Green building for Friends
schools, meetinghouses, and institu-
tions, led by Jennifer Rezeli and
Scott Kelly, partners in Re:Vision
Architecture, a sustainable design,
architecture, and consulting firm.
Jenn, who attends Chestnut Hill
Friends Meeting, leads community
planning and client services. Be-
fore coming to Philadelphia and
co- founding Re:Vision Architec-
ture, Jenn spent ten years manag-
ing, consulting and volunteering
for non-profits that share her pas-
sion for the environment and edu-
cation. Her more notable projects
include the creation of a regional
environmental education non-

profit in South Carolina and the
development of a national training
program for the U.S. Department
of Energy’s Rebuild America pro-
gram. Scott, a practicing architect
in Philadelphia for over a dozen
years, brings a depth of experience
that stems from his experience in
approaching sustainable building
design from almost all aspects—as
building owner, operator, de-
signer, builder, and green building
advocate. Known nationally in the
vanguard of sustainable design,
Scott was the 23rd U.S. Green
Building Council L.E.E.D.-certified
professional in the nation.

❖❖❖❖❖ Energy, Economics, and So-
cial Justice, led by Liz Robinson
and Ed Dreby. Liz is executive di-
rector of the Energy Coordinating
Agency in Philadelphia. Ed is a
member of Mt Holly (N.J.)
Monthly Meeting. He is project
leader of Philadelphia Yearly
Meeting’s Earthcare Working
Group and clerk of Quaker Eco-
Witness for National Legislation
(QNL), a project of QEW. Ed
served for five years as a member
of the National Council of
Churches’ Eco-Justice Working
Group and was for three years co-
ordinator of the Pennsylvania
Council of Churches’ Interfaith
Climate Campaign. Ed is a co-au-
thor of a new curriculum, “Quaker
Eco-101: Friends Testimonies and
Economics in an Ecological Con-
text,” a tool for QNL’s project on
Friends Testimonies and Economics.

❖❖❖❖❖ State of the States, led by Pat
Pingel and Mike Aucott. A mem-
ber of Reading (Pa.) Monthly
Meeting, Pat has worked for the
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania
for 11 years—with non-point
source pollution (water) programs
for 10 years and as an Ecological
Program Specialist with the De-

partment of Conservation and
Natural Resources (DCNR) since
April. She is helping to develop
department management plans for
alternative energy promotion and
use, and for invasive species con-
trol on state lands. Mike works
with the N.J. Dept. of Environmen-
tal Protection, Division of Science
Research & Technology, where he
heads up the Trends Team, which
is preparing a State of the Environ-
ment 2004 report. He has played a
key role in the development of in-
ventories of New Jersey’s green-
house gas and mercury emissions.

❖❖❖❖❖ Energy and Spirituality, led
by Keith Helmuth, sojourning
Friend at Central Philadelphia
Monthly Meeting. After serving on
the faculty of Friends World Col-
lege during its early years, Keith
was active with a variety of com-
munity development projects in
New Brunswick, including credit
unions, producer and marketing
cooperatives, environmental pro-
tection and enhancement pro-
grams, and vocational training for
persons with barriers to employ-
ment. Keith has written on ecology
and culture, with an emphasis on
sustainable food systems and tech-
nology. In recent years his work
has focused on the relationship
between religion, world views, and
economic behavior.

Other special events
Saturday evening—Panel dis-

cussion on Friends Testimonies
and Energy.

Sunday afternoon— Interpre-
tive tour of the Woolman Memo-
rial (home of John Woolman) in
Mt. Holly, N.J., and a program at
the Burlington Historical Society.

Monday morning—Field trip
to the New Jersey Pinelands, a
unique, protected habitat of pine
and cedar forest that overlie the
extensive Cohansie Aquifer.

See page 12 for information on the
Annual Meeting keynote speaker.

QEW Annual Meeting program

Workshop leaders for QEW Annual
Meeting have impressive credentials
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Lester Brown warns Friends at FGC
Gathering of pending world food crisis

Noted environmental policy expert outlines urgently needed changes

FGC Gathering events

LESTER R. Brown, founder
 of the Earth Policy Insti-

tute, delivered a basically
secular address on the pend-
ing crisis of world resource
depletion to the Friday
evening plenary session at the
FGC Gathering in Amherst,
Mass.

But the relevance of
Brown’s scientific analysis to
the concerns of our faith com-
munity was clear: The Quaker
testimony of truth-telling
stands in opposition to the
campaign of falsehoods and
disinformation that is leading
our civilization toward eco-
logical disaster.

The problem with the cur-
rent “business-as-usual” ap-
proach, Brown said, is that the
current market system doesn’t tell
the truth about the real costs of
things. His recent book, Plan B—
Rescuing a Planet under Stress and a
Civilization in Trouble, not only sets
the record straight about what is
happening to vital resources but
offers tools for governments and
citizens to work for change. Free
copies of Plan B were handed out
to Friends as they entered the ple-
nary session.

Brown said his best guess is
that the first wake-up call will
come soon in the form of soaring
food prices. This is because of the

combined effects of loss of soil fer-
tility, expanding deserts, unsus-
tainable use of groundwater for
irrigation, and rising temperatures
from global climate change. World
grain harvests have been falling for
the last four years, and reserve
stocks have been drawn down to
their lowest levels in 30 years. The
last time this happened the prices
of wheat and rice on the world
market doubled, Brown said.

China, India, and the United
States currently produce one-half
of the world grain harvest, but this
production has become highly de-
pendent on irrigation in areas
where water tables are dropping at
alarming rates. “Food production
is very water-intensive, and we are
quite literally borrowing water
from the future,” he said

Food production is also re-
duced when temperatures rise
above optimal levels. For each ad-
ditional 1 degree Celsius rise in

average growing season tem-
perature there is a 10-percent
decline in grain yields. For
example, during the intense
heat wave in Europe in 2000
(which caused 35,000 deaths)
the grain harvest was reduced
drastically. The four warmest
years on record have occurred
in the last six  years. The 0.7
degree C. rise since 1970 ap-
pears to be part of an acceler-
ating trend, correlating closely
with rising levels of carbon
dioxide in the atmosphere.
Precision measurements show
that CO2 has been going up
each year, leading scientists to
project a 1.4 to 5.8 degree C.
rise during this century.

All of these factors are
making it harder for farmers

to keep up food production. Sig-
nificantly, grain production in
China has dropped in the last five
years by an amount that exceeds
the entire production of Canada.
The scales probably will tip when
China—a food production success
story so far—is forced onto the
world market to buy massive
amounts of grain. With 1.3 billion
consumers and an $80 billion trade
surplus with the U.S., China will
have enough economic clout to bid
for the entire U.S. grain production
and drive up prices. That is why
we have a political stake in a stable
China, Brown said.

All around the world, rising
food prices can destabilize many
governments in countries that im-
port a lot of food. No economic
indicator is more sensitive than
food prices. Business and usual ob-
viously is not working. We need
Plan B, he said.

next page–>>

KUDOS to Judy Hyde of Storrs
(Conn.) Friends Meeting for her
persistence in getting Lester
Brown to be a speaker at this
year’s Gathering. She is a long-
time QEW supporter, active in New
England YM's Earthcare Ministries
Committee, and clerk of FGC’s
Evening Program Committee.

LESTER BROWN, second from left, met with
Earthcare activists prior to his plenary talk at
the 2004 FGC Gathering in Amherst. Others,
from left, are Ruah Swennerfelt, QEW general
secretary; Louis Cox, QEW publications coordi-
nator; Stan Becker of the QEW Population Con-
cerns Committee; Judy Hyde, clerk of the FGC
Evening Program Committee; and Margaret
Mansfield and Ed Dreby, both of Quaker Eco-
Witness for National Legislation (QNL).
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Calgary (Alberta) Monthly Meeting
recently endorsed the Earth Charter
with this minute.          —Kitty Dunn

CALGARY Monthly Meeting of
the Religious Society of Friends
(Quakers) believes that all the
world’s peoples and their institu-
tions need to work together to
survive. A sustainable, equitable
and peaceful future is the only
realistic future.

We believe the Earth Charter
is a declaration of the fundamen-
tal principles needed to build this
just; sustainable and peaceful
world society and can inspire
people to a new sense of interde-
pendence, shared responsibility
and greater hope for the future.

We believe our endorsement

Calgary Friends endorse the Earth Charter
will encourage the study and
implementation of the Earth
Charter by other faith communi-
ties, cultural groups and other
individuals around the world.
Therefore, we approve the en-
dorsement of the Earth Charter
and will so notify the Earth
Charter secretariat in Costa Rica.
We also recommend that Cana-
dian Yearly Meeting of the Reli-
gious Society of Friends consider
endorsing the Earth Charter.

We recognize that our en-
dorsement signifies a commit-
ment by us as individuals and as
a faith community to work to-
wards basing all our decisions on
ethical principles.

—Jan Clarson, clerk

FGC Gathering events

The Brown Plan for rescuing
the planet rests of three pillars:

❖ Increasing water productivity.
❖ Drastically reducing carbon

emissions through conservation
and accelerating the changeover
to alternate energy systems.

❖ Quickly curbing the growth of
human population.

Drip irrigation, which is al-
ready used extensively in Israel
and other countries, is one of the
most promising ways of raising
water productivity. It is also im-
portant to utilize existing technol-
ogy to reuse water. “Nature puri-
fies. We have imitate that process.”

We must quickly cut carbon
emissions by half in ten years if we
want to stabilize the climate, he
said. This will involve:

1. Phasing out incandescent light
bulbs, which consume five
times the electricity of compact
fluorescents for a given level of
illumination. This is a no-
brainer, since each CFL pur-
chased represents a 30-percent
return on investment.

2. Large-scale conversion to hy-
brid cars, which could cut gaso-
line use in half, assuming no
change in number of cars and
number of miles driven.

3. Expansion of wind power. Ad-
vances in turbine design have
greatly improved the efficiency
and reliability of these systems
to the point that wind power is
more than competitive with
fossil-fuel plans in many areas.
Current output is five times that
of the summer of 1975. In the
U.S., 22 states have commercial
wind farms, and the wind po-
tential in North Dakota, Kansas,
and Texas alone could satisfy
the nation’s electric needs.

To stabilize population, it is
vital to fill the family planning ser-
vices gap, Brown said. We also
need to create social conditions

that will facilitate a shift to smaller
families, including worldwide uni-
versal education, supported by
school lunch programs. He cited
Iran as a recent success story. For
20 years their population had been
growing at 4 percent a year, but
then the government abruptly
changed direction. Population
growth has been reduced dramati-
cally through programs of health,
nutrition, and female education, as
well as courses in family planning
practices.

Worldwide this approach
would cost about $62 billion a year,
a fraction of what is being spent on
armaments, Brown said. “We have
the resources to eradicate proverty
worldwide if we want to do so.
The time has come to do it.”

Taking the necessary steps—
which Brown compared to the dra-
matic U.S. conversion to a wartime
economy shortly after the Japanese
attack on Pearl Harbor—is largely
a matter of leadership, Brown said.
The first step is to get the market
to tell the ecological truth. Too of-
ten the market allows businesses to

externalize environmental, social,
and health costs. An example is the
true cost to society of cigarette
smoking, just in terms of lost pro-
ductivity and illnesses. If priced
accordingly, cigarettes would sell
for $7.18 per pack.

The same goes for unrealisti-
cally low gasoline prices in the U.S.
If we account for the effects of ris-
ing sea levels caused by global cli-
mate change, including the likely
displacement of 40 million people,
the cost of buring fossil fuels in
terms of of climate change may be
unacceptably high, Brown said.
“We must not leave this problem for
our children to deal with.”

If we diverted $100 billion from
our current bloated military bud-
get to this goal, our foreign policy
interests would be better served.
Today governments and the media
are so preoccupied with terrorism
that they’re losing sight of environ-
mental trends that are undermin-
ing our very future. Because of this
distraction, the goals of terrorists
have been reached in ways they
had never imagined, Brown said. ❖
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New from Quaker
Earthcare Witness!

Earthcare for Friends
offers stimulating adult

learning materials:
✓✓✓✓✓ Articles and practical steps

that individuals and faith
communities can take.

✓✓✓✓✓ Questions and queries for
reflection and discussion.

✓✓✓✓✓ Sources of inspiration—
songs, scriptures, prayers,
sample sermons, and
responsive readings.

✓✓✓✓✓ Resources—books, websites,
organizations, videos, and
free leaflets.

✓✓✓✓✓ Activities to illustrate basic
ecological issues and help
us to focus our energies.

ISBN: 0-881083-10-1, 270 pp.
$18.00 plus $4.50 S & H

Order directly from
Quaker Earthcare Witness

173-B N. Prospect St.
Burlington VT 05401-1607
www.QuakerEarthcare.org

Also available from the FGC
Bookstore, Quaker Hill Bookstore,

and other Quaker bookstores.

Earthcare for Friends
A Study Guide for Individuals and Faith Communities

“The earth is the Lord’s and the fullness thereof...”
Psalms 24:1

Edited by Louis Cox, Ingrid Fabianson, Sandra Moon Farley, Ruah Swennerfelt

Quaker Earthcare Witness

A WONDERFUL WOMAN, Isabel
Bliss, who with her husband Bill
Bliss helped to keep FCUN alive
over the early years, has just died.
I think that new members of QEW
and readers of BFC might like to
know more about her.

Isabel and Bill Bliss (we can
only think of them tegether) were
the most important people in our
lives for over ten years. Paul met
Bill when Bill was leading a work-
shop on “Preparing for Retire-
ment” at an FGC gathering at Slip-
pery Rock College, Pa., sometime
in the early 1980’s. Bill helped Paul
to think more positively about re-
tirement, then introduced us to
Isabel at lunch one day. We got on
the subject of Friends Committee
on National Legislation (FCNL),
and we found we were kindred
spirits, all believing in putting faith
into action.

A couple of years later, when
the FGC Gathering was held at
Oberlin College in Ohio, the main
speaker warned Friends about the
deteriorating environment. A
group got together afterwards to
talk about what could be done
about it. Many were from Bill and
Alice Howenstine’s workshop on
the environment, and others were
simply nature lovers. Jack Phillips
took over the task of keeping all
those present informed [through a
newsletter that later became
BeFriending Creation]. The group
had no name, no money, no prece-
dent, but a year later they got to-
gether again at Boone, N.C., and a
North American Quaker environ-
mental organization was born.

We persuaded the Blisses to
join us in a classroom at Boone.
They were still passionately
wrapped up in FCNL concerns,
but could not resist another wor-
thy, but so far neglected, cause. As
a chemical engineer, Bill knew
something of the scientific basis of
global warming and air and water
pollution. As a nurse, Isabel recog-

nized the dangers to health and
the spiritual significance of main-
taining a healthy earth. They saw
the obvious connection with
FCNL. At first the FCNL executive
committee resisted making envi-
ronmental concerns more than a
vague goal, but due partly to the
Blisses’ unflagging persistence, the
environment is now one of FCNL’s
legislative priorities.

The Blisses were soon part of
the FCUN Steering Committee,
and Isabel, with her skill at con-
ducting meetings, became our
FCUN clerk. As clerk she always
reminded us that we must be a
“spirit-led” organization. Her
words on one of our early pam-
phlets are still being used:

“To the testimony of conscientious
objection to war, let us add consci-
entious protection of our planet.”

“Concern for planet Earth —
sacred, fragile, and threatened —
led to the founding of the Friends
Committee on Unity with Nature
(FCUN) in 1987. We felt the need
to develop a testimony for an
Earth restored as clear as that held
by Friends for peace and justice.”

It wasn’t long before volunteer-
ing in retirement with the Blisses
and Howenstines and others be-
came for us as exciting and busy as
our lifelong paid careers. We
worked hard—preaching environ-
mental concerns and trying to in-
crease the membership of FCUN so
that Quakers and others would
realize the spiritual imperative of
preserving the natural environ-
ment. Eventually FCUN was able
to employ a paid executive secre-
tary to handle the growing mem-
bership interest and financial con-
tributions.

Isabel’s spirit-centered passion
continued to be our guide, and
continues to hover over us now
and lead us on.

—Amy and Paul Weber
State College, Pa.
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The winner?

THERE WAS NO JOY in rural
New Hampshire when “Save Our
Groundwater,” a Quaker-led citi-
zens’ water protection group,
struck out against a hardball-
playing international bottled
water corporation.

According to Denise
Hart, a member of Cam-
bridge (Mass.) Friends Meet-
ing living in the Granite
State,  in early August a lower
court denied the group’s ap-
peal of a state permit allowing
USA Springs, Inc. to extract
nearly a half million gallons of
groundwater a day for a drink-
ing water bottling operation.

Last year the group defeated a
similar permit application by USA
Springs, citing evidence that such
massive pumping would draw
toxic wastes into the local aquifer
and arguing that access to water is
a basic human right, not a com-
modity to be cornered by powerful
business interests.

The reason for the state's rever-
sal seems to be “simple politics,”
following a change in leadership in

state government, Denise told
Friends in a workshop at New En-
gland Yearly Meeting shortly after
the court decision.

The grassroots organization
wouldn't hesitate to take the case

to the state supreme court,
Denise said, except that it
could cost tens of thou-

sands of dollars they don't
have, even if their attorneys
worked pro bono. The corpo-
ration, on the other hand,
seems willing to spend un-
limited funds because of
the enormous profits they

stand to make selling the
bottled water in European markets.

An interview with Denise Hart
concerning her involvement in this
campaign—part of a growing global
battle over water privatization —
appears in QEW’s new Earthcare for
Friends, a Study Guide for Individuals
and Faith Communities. (See ad p. 10.)

To learn more about the water
privatization issue, contact Save Our
Groundwater at P.O. Box 182,
Barrington, NH 03825, or visit their
website, www.saveourgroundwater.org.

BeFriending Creation, Vol. 17, No. 5,
September-October 2004. Newsletter of
Quaker Earthcare Witness (formerly
Friends Committee on Unity with Nature).
ISSN 1050-0332. Published bi-monthly.

We publish BeFriending Creation to
promote the work of  Quaker Earthcare
Witness, stimulate discussion and action,
share insights, practical ideas, and news of
our actions, and encourage among Friends a
sense of  community and spiritual connec-
tion with all Creation. Opinions expressed
are the authors’ own and do not necessarily
reflect those of  Quaker Earthcare Witness,
or of  the Religious Society of  Friends
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VISION AND WITNESS
WE ARE CALLED to live in right rela-

tionship with all Creation, recognizing that
the entire world is interconnected and is a
manifestation of  God. WE WORK to inte-
grate into the beliefs and practices of  the
Religious Society of  Friends the Truth that
God's Creation is to be respected, protected,
and held in reverence in its own right, and
the Truth that human aspirations for peace
and justice depend upon restoring the earth's
ecological integrity. WE PROMOTE these
truths by being patterns and examples, by
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Steering Committee Clerk: Kim
Carlyle, P.O. Box 439, Barnardsville, NC
28709. 828/626-2572; e-mail: kcarlyle
@main.nc.us.

Gen. Secretary: Ruah Swennerfelt, 173-
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Website: www.QuakerEarthcare.org

BeFriending Creation
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Address

Make checks payable to Quaker Earthcare Witness. Send with this form to
Quaker Earthcare Witness, 173-B N. Prospect St., Burlington, VT 05401-1607.

TOTAL    $

Please check the appropriate boxes
❒ 1-year support for Quaker Earthcare Witness

(includes subscription to BeFriending Creation)
  ❒ $500/US  ❒ $100/US  ❒ $50/US (avg)  ❒ $35/US  ❒ Other $___/US

E-mail

Quaker Earthcare Witness Order Form

City/State/ZIP

Country

Home MtgPhone

Canadians may contribute through Canadian Yearly Meeting for a tax receipt, starting at
$45/Can. Please send check to Canadian Yearly Meeting, 91-A Fourth Ave., Ottawa, ON
K1S 2L1. CYM needs to know that the money is for QEW support. Forward this form to
QEW to let us know that you have chosen to contribute through CYM.

Yearly Mtg

Interests

N.H. ‘Save Our Groundwater’ appeal denied
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THE ELECTRIFYING theme for this year’s Quaker
Earthcare Witness annual meeting is

“Watts Up? Let’s get down.
Become an energy transformer…ohmmm!!!”

The aim of the gathering is to provide the
alternative energy that Friends need to work for a
sustainable future.

We will meet From October 7 to 11  in the
Burlington Meeting House, Burlington, New Jersey.
The conference center is accessible by public
transportation and is near Philadelphia, which has
regular Greyhound and Amtrak service.

FCNL energy lobbyist is keynote speaker
Ned Stowe, energy lobbyist for Friends

Committee on National Legislation (FCNL), will give
the keynote address on Friday, October 8. Having
served as legislative secretary for FCNL since 1995,
Ned leads FCNL’s efforts in two of FCNL’s legislative
priority areas: to reduce U.S. oil dependence as a
source of violent conflict, injustice, and environmental
degradation; and to shift federal budget priorities
away from military spending toward funding basic
human needs at home and abroad.

Ned also coordinates FCNL’s legislative program
on Capitol Hill. He oversees FCNL’s East Asia Policy
Education Project and FCNL’s Civil Liberties and
Human Rights program. He is also serving as interim
coordinator of the new FCNL Information Services

Group, with responsibility for
overseeing FCNL’s print and
electronic publications and
communications.

Ned is a member of the Sandy
Spring (Md.) Monthly Meeting,

Baltimore Yearly Meeting.
FCNL is a Quaker lobby in the public interest,

established in 1943 in Washington, D.C. FCNL, closely
related to the Religious Society of Friends (Quakers),
is the oldest registered national religious lobby in the
United States.

See the Annual Meeting flyer inserted in this
newletter. You may also contact the QEW office for
registration forms, or download them from the QEW
website, <http://www.QuakerEarthcare.org>.

See page 9 for information about the workshops and
other special events planned for the QEW Annual
Meeting and Gathering.

QEW Annual Meeting will be charged with creative energy


