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Environmentally Responsible Paper for Bibles and Other Religious Books

Who
Green Press Initiative (GPI) is working with religious publishers to encourage them to use papers that are environmentally responsible and serve to reduce pressure on Endangered Forests and communities tied to them. This translates to the use of papers with a maximum amount of recycled and Forest Stewardship Council (FSC) certified “virgin” fiber. 

What
In order to accomplish this shift in paper use, the publishers have to change internal practices as well as influence their printers and mills to make changes. The publishers have told GPI that it is important for them to hear from the churches and their constituents that publishing bibles and other religious books on environmentally responsible paper is important.

Specifically, our request to the publishers would urge that:

· Paper be produced by a mill with a written commitment to protecting Endangered Forests and that is willing to track and provide verifiable data to confirm this claim

· Paper contains 30% postconsumer recycled content fiber or as much as can be included , depending on the grade

· Any virgin fiber in the paper originates from forests certified by the Forest Stewardship Council [currently FSC certified is widely accepted as the best practice in sustainable forestry and is preferred due to its protections for Endangered Forests, indigenous rights, and biodiversity]

Our request would further encourage them to:

· Explore the issue in greater depth within their companies

· Develop a corporate paper policy to phase in the use of recycled and FSC certified fiber going forward

· Communicate policy goals to their vendors 
Background
GPI has laid the groundwork for this effort by reaching out to all the major bible and religious publishers along with the mills that produce both lightweight and regular trade paper. Further GPI has been working with trade and educational publishers for several years to establish best practices in paper use and production. To date, there are 98 US publishers who have made formal commitments to shift their paper use to meet GPI recommended standards. As a result of collective demand, the suppliers have produced over 20 new book papers with environmental characteristics. Over 15 printers are currently stocking them, including those serving religious book publishers.

